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Sewer line work under Bear Lake bridge
to begin soon
Tuesday, August 12, 2003
By Dick Davies
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Installation of a new sewer line under North Muskegon's Bear Lake bridge
is expected to begin before the end of the month.

North Muskegon City Manager Dennis W. Stepke said there will be a
meeting with engineers this week, followed shortly by the construction
project.

The aging bridge, in the 300 block of Ruddiman Avenue, has settled over
the years and flattened out the sewer line that runs on its underside. As a
result, sewer gravity flow has been impeded, with sewage periodically
backing up into nearby residences, including the Bear Lake Condominiums.

The bridge settlement has kind of leveled out the sewer, Stepke said.
Instead of a nice grade for flow, it's kind of moderating into flatness ... (and)
basements in the Bear Lake Condos have been affected. Stepke said the
sewer line under the bridge is the main outlet for the condominiums.

The project will cost $45,000 and will be financed by the sewer fund.

The sewer project will take two to three weeks to complete, according to
Stepke. Workers will be concentrating on the northerly 8 feet of the bridge,
where the sewer line crosses.

Stepke said construction crews will funnel traffic into one lane.

It won't be stopped, but it will be congested, he said.

Because the line goes over a public waterway, the U.S. Army Corps of
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Engineers had to review construction plans. The Corps had no objections to
the project and a notice posted by the Corps inviting public comment
prompted no responses, Stepke said.
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